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Research Title

- The democratisation of journalism practice for a
politically informed citizenry: the capacities of
new media to re-engage citizens in public life
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Introduction to the problem

A growing number of individuals are
disconnecting from their role as citizens
Gatekeeping media practices

Creates gaps and silences

The powerful set the agenda
Democratic ideals

Inclusive media

Equality of access
Diversity of viewpoints
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netCTs to re-engage citizens?

Internet Communication Technologies (netCTs)
enable people to become both users and
producers of news content

“Interactive phase of modernity” (Hartiey, 2005: 10)

Everyone has the opportunity to communicate with
one or many

Mainstream media no longer the only source of news
media
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Proposed Research

How do commercial, public and alternative news
media use blogs in their approach to citizen

journalism?

Case Studies
News Limited: NEWS.com.au

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC): BBC Blog
Network

OhmyNews International
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Online Media

* Mainstream

— Most popular

+ Commercial (News.com.au)
 Public (BBC Blog Network)

- Alternative
— OhmyNews International
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Previous Work on Alternative Media

« Media Channel « The Paper

* Plastic * OpenDemocracy
« Kurobhin - OhmyNews

* IndyMedia « Crikey

- Active - New Matilda
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Preliminary Literature Review

Journalism
Representations

- Citizenship

— Media and Citizenship

- Democracy
— Democracy and News media

- Social and Behavioural Analysis
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Preliminary Literature Review

Alternative Media

Agenda Setting
Gatekeeping
Gatewatching (Bruns, A., 2005)

Blogs
Is Blogging Journalism?

Traditional Journalism practices modified for the
modern world
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Conclusion

- Perspectives
— Journalism
— Citizenship
— News blogging

- Research seeks to develop an understanding of
how participatory journalism affects citizenship.
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